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- Marriage campaign seeks
to reduce divorce rate -

MARRIAGE trom 2

ioral problems than
reared in married-parent families,
Lammers said. .

Children from broken families
have higher rates of delmquency
and are more likely to experiment
with drugs, alcohol and sex. Also,
children in broken - families are
more likely to be victims of abuse
and molestation.

Fifty-four percent of: divorces

in  Wisconsin ‘during 2004 in-
volved children under [8.

A Centers for Disease Control

-~ study conducted in 2002 points

*out that-67 'percent of- live-ins

never get married. Those who do

have an almost 50 percent. higher

rate of divorce than married cou-.

ples who do not live together first.

Also, a child whose  mother
lives with a_man who is not his or
her father is 33 times more likely
to suffer 5erlous physu:al C]‘llld

-+ abuse. "~

Lammers slrcss.ed 100 Lhat d1—
vorce and unwed  childbearing
create higher costs, due to higher
rates of crime, drug abuse, educa-
tion failure, child'abuse, domestic
violence and poverty. !

According to the “Longitudi-
nal Survey of Youth! (1979-
2000), overall,- 77 percent of all
children suffering from-long-term

poverty are from broken. fam:hes'

or unwed parents.

But there is hope. A healthy
marriage is‘based on a firm com-
mitment and on a set of relational
skills that can be taught. There are
many _valuable. teaching - lools

children

available, and Great Marnages for
Sheboygan County is‘using those
at this time in helping.couples to
strengthen their. marriages....

Mary Kunda of Glenbeulah
participated in one .of. the |pro-
grams and was most impressed.:

“After attending an event, I
couldn't wait to. go-home to call
my ‘couple’-friends to tell them
how much fun andi how-effective
the evening was,” she said.

“Not only did’we laugh 'to-
gether constantly, but we learned
effective solutions that we can use
daily in our marriages. It was so
entertaining  and - beneficial, that
my husband talked” about, it for
days!" Kunda noted. “He was so
excited about it, that he 51gned us
up for.another program.’

-Great Marriages for Sheboy-
gan County recently spearheaded
an‘initiative that led to an'impres-
sive Valentine's Day event at
Mead Library in Sheboygan.

7 On that day, 49 clergy mem-
bers .. from. 17 denominations
throughout - Sheboygan  County
signed “the -~ Sheboygan ' County
Marriage Covenant, outlining five
areas that the clergy members
agree upon to encourage couples
they marry in lheu‘ churches to
fulfill. WU

Note: To make a contr:bu-
tion to Great Marriages for
Sheboygan  County,
check payable to Great Mar-
riages for Sheboygan- County,
and mail it to: Great'Marriages
for Sheboygan County, 607 S
8" St., Sheboygan, WI 53081:-
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